Stage 2 English
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time - Questions
Christopher

1. Which aspects of Christopher’s character do you most admire and which do you consider to be the least attractive?

2. Does Christopher’s final statement about his future differ from his earlier version?

3. In chapter 23 what do the contents of Christopher’s pockets reveal about him?

4. What things does Christopher need to feel in order to ‘survive’? How are they or aren’t they achieved?

5. In chapter 83 Christopher talks of being an astronaut. Why?

6. To what extent has Christopher’s reliance on logic helped him to solve life’s problems? Does he ever act intuitively?

7. Chapter 227 has aspects that are highly dramatic and also humorous. Identify as many of these instances as you can.
8. In former times Christopher’s character would probably have been considered odd. How beneficial is the modern tendency to label people like Christopher?
9. What do you think Christopher’s favourite dream reveals about him?
Ed

1. Judy describes Ed as a patient father. Do you agree with this judgement?

2. Ed does not tell Christopher the truth about his mother. How does this affect the relationship he has with Christopher? What are the implications of this decision?

3. To what extent is Ed’s confession prompted by guilt and shame, as well as a desire to be honest with his son?

Judy
1. Do you think that Ed and Judy are incompatible as a couple or have their differences arisen chiefly because of Christopher?

2. Is the strategy that Ed and Judy have devised for showing that they love Christopher an effective one? Why/Why not?

3. How would you describe the relationship between Roger and Judy? Give examples to support your ideas.

Siobhan

1. How does the minimal amount of communication between home and school affect Siobhan’s teaching of Christopher? What might she have achieved if there had been close ties between her and his parents?

Mr & Mrs Shears

1. Why do you think Judy Boone was attracted to Roger Shears?

2. Can you explain the behaviour of Mrs Shear’s towards Christopher? Is she justified in her treatment of him?

Mrs Alexander

1. Consider the probable colours in the tartan dog coat and Ivor’s actions of licking and sniffing. Is Ivor’s behaviour a forewarning of his owner’s future behaviour towards Christopher?

2. How would you describe Mrs Alexander’s character? Is their more than one way to view her actions?
